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M A I. xxv. 40. 


And the King 0 ner 100 170 
unto them; Perily, i Ja ay unto Fr 


tnaſt ;ſmuch 1 Ye have done it unto one 


3 the leaſt of theſe my em e 


ab done it unto me, 


U R Blfed 1 U g deli- 
vered the Parable of the teu Vir- 


gins, and of the 7. alents, in the 
former Part of this Chapter, pro- 


eeds to give us a Deſcription of 


the Judgment of the great, and Laſt Day. 
And, the Coherence is very ſtrong : For as the 
Parable of the Virgius, is deſigned to warn 
_ againſt a late Repentance, and to ſhew the 
Folly of depending upon it; and that of the 
Talents, to repreſent the Wiſdom of improving 


A 2 thoſe 
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thoſe Gifts and Poſſeſſions, God is ; pleaſed. de to 
intruſt us with, by the Diſtributions of his 
good Providence, for the promoting his Glory, 
the Intereſt of his Religion, the Comfort of 
our Fllaav- Creatures, and for the Security of 
our own Happineſs for ever, it is agreeable to 
all the Rules. of Reaſon and Equity, that we 
ſhould one 'Time, or other, give an Account 
to Gop of our Behaviour in thoſe Reſpects. 
If God gives us Time, and all deſirable Helps 
to ſee the Faults and Miſcarriages of our paſt 


Life, and to amend our Ways and our Do- 


ings, but we. will ſtill live in our Sins ; 


and if He puts us in a Capacity of doing much 
Good in our Generation, by giving a Check, 


at leaſt, to the growing Vices, and Sandalous 
Corruptions of the Age, and by doing what 
we can, to promote the Intereſt of Vertue and 
Religion in all Ranks of Men, but we will be 
unconcerned about theſs Matters, which are 
of the higheſt Importance in all Reſpects, why 


ſhould not we be anſwerable for ſuch a Con- 
—_— 

Tax the latter Part of this Chapter is 
a Deſcription of a future Judgment, (and a 
very lively one too) is evident from the natural 


Import of our Sapiours Diſcourſe ; and alſo 


from' the like Account we have of it in other 


Pallages' 5 the Sacred Writings. : [240 
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Tus Sm of Man is here repreſented as com- 
ing in Majeſty and Glory, attended with the 
holy Angels, and fitting on the Throne of his 
Ghry ; agreeably to what we read in this 
Evangeliſf, roth ch. and 27th ver. that He 
ſhall come in the Glory of his Father with his 
Angels, and that then he ſhall render to every 
Man according to his Works: And to the 
| ſame Purpoſe, St. Paul tells us, that he TheT. i 
Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven with ” * 
His mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Ven- 
| geance of them that know not God, and that 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus Chrift : 
who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtru- 2 
ction from the Preſence of the Lord, and from | 
the Glory of bis Power; when he ſhall come to 
be glorified in his Saints, and to be admired 
in all them that believe. 

Ir mult be obſerved, (and particularly with 
Relation to our preſent Meeting) that our 
Saviour, in drawing the Account of the Day 
of Judgment, puts the Difference that will 
then be made between good and bad Men, 

ſignified by the Sheep on one Hand, and the 

© Goats on the other, on one Point eſpecially : 

| (viz.) on the Compaſſion, and Liberality, that 
| ſome now ſhew to the Needy, and Afflicted ; 

and on the contrary Behaviour of others to- 

wards them, Natz muſt we omit taking No- 

tice 
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tice chat che Holy Jeſus, as a divine . 
ample of Humility, and Charity, perſonates the 
Poor of this World, by accounting What is 
done to them, as done to him; and what is 
not done to them, as not done to himſelf. 


as are e truly —— of 1 and Pity. 


For thus he ſpeaks to the Inberitors of his 


Kingdom; I was an hungred, and ye gave me 
Meat; I was thirfty, and ye gave me Drink ; 
T was a Stranger, and ye took me in; naked, 
and ye cloathed me; Twas fick, aud ye vifited 


me; T was in Priſon, and ye came unto me. 
And on the other fide, he ſays to thoſe who 
ſhall depart from him into Ezer/afting Fire, I 


was an hungred, and ye gave me no Meat; I 
was thirſty, and ye gave me no Drink; 1 was 
a Stranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and 


ye oloathed me not; fick and in de and Je 


viſited me not. | 
Wroerver duly hag: DON Deckars- 


tions of our Lord, will eaſily diſcern how ac- 


ceptable a compaſſionate Regard to the Poor 
is to him, and how great a Bleſſing is laid up 
in Store, for ſuch as employ themſelves, and 
diſtribute Part of what they have, for their 
Support and Comfort; and how deteſtable 
Hard- heartedneſs to them, is to him; and what 


Shame and Puniſhment will attend thoſe who. 


ſhut up their 'Bowels of Compaſſion from ſuch 


Fro 
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Fron the Words I have propofed to init 
on, I wonld fay ſomewhat to the followin g 
Purpoſes. 


Firft, Or the Relation there is between 
Chriſt, and the Poor of this World. 


Secondly, Ox the Relation there is between 
the Rich and the Poor. 


Thirdly, Or the Notice that will be taken 

one Day of Acts of Mercy and Charity, 
and the Omiſſion of ſuch Acts towards the 
Poor. 


[Add Fourth, 1 In the laſt Place. I ſhall con- 


fider that Kind of Charity to the Poor, 
which theſe numerous Objects preſent to 


us; and make ſome Remarks relating 


to the proper Uſe and Application of 
ſuch Charity. And, | 


Firſt, Or the Relation between Chrift and 


the Poor of this World. 


Tu Sn of God, by taking our Nature 


upon him, became one of us; was in all 
Things made like unto us, Sin only excepted. 


On this Account therefore, we ſtand 1 
3 lated to Chriſt as Man; one of the ſame 


. Nature with ourſelves. 
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_ Phil. ii. 7. 


"Neve ho 


ANp this Relation is equal in all Man- 
kind; becauſe all are Partakers of human 
Nature without Inequality. 


Bur with regard to the different Circum- 
ſtances of the Individuals of Mankind, a 


ſome are rich, and others poor, as ſome are 


exalted, and others in the loweſt Condition; 
Chriſt may be truly ſaid to be more nearly 
related to the Poor, than to the Rich. We 


know that Poverty was his Portion here be- 


low; and it was his Choice, not his Lot or 
Misfortune. He made himſelf of no Reputa- 
tion, and zook upon him the Form of a Servant ; 

He was born in à Crib, laid in a Manger, 
lived the greateſt Part of his Life by Labour, 
(as is reaſonably ſuppoſed) and in a very ob- 
ſcure manner we are ſure ; and for a conſi- 
derable Time, had not where to lay his Head. 
So that according to the Courſe of this World, 


| Chrift is to be ranked among the poorer, not 
the richer Part of Mankind. His Companions | 
and Acquaintance were not the Mighty, the 


Noble, and the Wi fe, but the Needy, and the 
Deſpiſed. 
Bor then, if we ae our humble 17% in 
another Light; if we look on him as comin 
in the Fleſh, to purchaſe to himſelf a Church, 


(7. e. a Number of faithful and holy Perſons,) 


we > ſhall find bim related to Men of all Or- 


: -— "ors 
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ders and Stations in this World ; having oY 


way had Diſciples and Followers of different 


Ranks. 


IN this Senſe Chriſt is the Head, and all 


uw holy Believers are his Members ; e up 


his myſtical Body the Church. 
Ir may be here properly obſerv'd, that our 


Saviour Feſus Chriſt has a Body natural, and 


a Body myſtical. His natural Body, is his 
Nature, as Man. His myſtical Body, is the 
Church; a Society of Perſons who are joined 
to him as their Head ; deriving ſpiritual Life 
from him by the Communications of his 
Grace ; and partaking of his Divine Nature, in 
order to their Advancement with him toa King- 
dom of Glory, and Immortality in Heaven. 
In this Body of Chriſt, the Poor have their 


Place and Order. He is their Head, and they 


his Members, as well as the Rich. There is 
10 Reſpett of Perſons with him. Wherever 
his gracious Influences dwell, there is a cer- 
tain and inſeparable Relation eſtabliſhed ; not 
to be cancel'd, not to be impair'd by any ſecular 


. Difference, or earthly Diſtinction. The Mem- 


bers of Chriſt may be covered with Rags, as 
well as the moſt coſtly Attire; and the 


| meaneſt Cottage the Habitation of a Saint, 
| as well as the moſt ſtately Edifice. The firſt 


Choice Chriſt made of Perſons to be his Fol- 
| B low- 


= \ 
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To. ii. $. 


1 Cor x; 


lowers, were poor Men: And we are told 
by an inſpired Writer, that God hath choſen 
the Poor of this World, rich in Faith, and 
Heirs of his Kingdom. 

Ir is not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not 
many Mighty, not many Noble, that are called ; 
(ſome there have been; ſome there are now; 
and may Gop increaſe their Number) 9 
Gop hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the 
World, and weak Things, and the baſe Things 
of it, for the glorifying of his Grace. And this 
Gop hath done, not only as an Act of his 


Sovereign Power, and to ſhew his Contempt 


of thoſe Things which are moſt eſteemed 
among Men, but to let us Tee, that the infe- 
rior Stations of Life, are ſo far from being 
an Impediment to nite us to Chriſt, that they 
may be rather deemed a proper Means for 


the promoting ſuch Union. 


II. TR Relation there is between the 


Rich and the Poor of this World. 
Tur very different Appearance among the 


Children of Men, preſents it ſelf to us every 


Day, and in every Place. How ſplendid and 


gay are ſome ? How delicately do they live ? 
and what Honour and Reſpe& is paid to 


them? But what Rags and Dirt are others 


covered with? How mean their Dwellings - 


How coarſe their Fare? How hard their La. 
bour ? 
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bour? And with what Diſtance and Diſre- 


ſpect are they often treated? From hence, 
one may be almoſt tempted to think, that 
ſome Men only, are the Darlings of Provi- 
dence, and that others are quite abandoned 


their external Shape, yet they are not of the 


ſame Original, nor have any mutual or com- 


mon Intereſt. But, they who look farther 
than the bare Outſide, and know how to ſe- 
parate mere Shew and Tinſel from real Worth, 
are well ſatisfied, that there is a ſtrong U- 
nity, and Relation, between thoſe, who, in 
reſpect of outward Condition, ſeem to be far 
diſtant. 


by it; that however alike Mankind are in 


Ir is very certain, that by Nature all Men 


are equal. There is no difference between 
the Prince and the Peaſant, on that Score. 


The ſame Blood fills all Veins; and Variety 


of Circumſtances makes no difference. To 
which Purpoſe it is that the Scripture ſays, 
that a Men, in all Nations, are made of one 
Blood, to dwell on all the Face of the Earth. 


This natural Likeneſs, or rather Sameneſs, 


Acts xvii. 
2. 


among all Men, is the Foundation of an un- 


deniable Conſanguinity, thro' the whole Race 


of human Beings; and lays a powerful Obli- 


gation of mutual Love and Aſſiſtance upon 


them. By loving another, we love our ſelves, 


D 2 BY- 
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| By helping him, we afford Help to ene who 


is made of the ſame Matter, and faſhioned in 
the ſame manner with us. He is no Stran- 
ger in reality, how diſtant ſoever from [us ; 
nor worſe than our ſelves, how diſagreeable 
ſoever our reſpective Figures may appear. 

We may likewiſe take Notice of a Poji- 
tical, or Civil Relation between the Rich and 
the Poor. Society had an early beginning in 
the World. Soon after Men began to mul- 


tiply, they found it neceſſary to unite for 


mutual Defence, and common Safety ; as well 
as to reap the other Conveniencies, and Ad- 
vantages of a ſocial Life. 

AN p if we conſider Mankind in this Re- 
lation, we ſhall find it is for the Happineſs 
and very Being of Society, that the Members 
of it ſhould be in different Capacities ; ſome 
to aſſiſt in one Way, and ſome in another, 
for the Benefit and Welfare of the whole. 
This is requiſite even in the leaſt Societies, I 
mean Families. Were all Maſters, or all 


equal, in any reſpe&, what unavoidable Con- 


fuſion muſt enſue! And how much more eli- 
gible would it be for any one to go afar of, 
and remain in the Iilderneſs, than to live 
in Confuſion, which would be endleſs, becauſe 
without Remedy. | 


AND 
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AN p then, if we look into larger Socie- 
ties, the Occaſion for the Poor will appear 
more evident, and they will be found a 


of Mankind could not enjoy, nor reliſh their 
great Plenty, if they had not the loweſt Rank 
of Men to aſſiſt them. It would tarniſh their 


Glory, and ſour their ſweeteſt Enjoyments, 


if they were obliged to do that Drudgery, 


and ſubmit to that ſervile Work which muſt 


be done by others, before they can ſolace 


neceſſary Part of the Community. One Part 


themſelves in their proſperous Fortunes. So 


that, the Beauty and Comforts of Publick 


Bodies of Men, depend on ſome being poor, 


as well as others rich; ſome to command, 


and others to obey; and all to enjoy their 


reſpective Share of Honour, and Obedience, of 


Protection and Security. 
AN p as Nature, and the well-being of all 
Societies, have thus made the Rich and the 


Poor one, ſo the Chriſtian Religion has more 


eſpecially done it. It has not only ſtreng- 


thened the Bonds of natural, and civil Re- 
lations, but added a new and ſpiritual one 
to them. 


THrr Goſpel makes Chrif a ſpirirual King; ; 


and all Men equally Subjects to him. It re- 


preſents him as a ſpiritual Head, and all Men 


as @ Body deriving Life from him. They are 


all 


— 
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all Members of that Body; and as ſuch, Rand 
on the ſame Level. 

Arr Chriſtians, without Diſtinction, are 
Brethren: and all Brethren are equal. 
Chriſt, indeed, is our elder Brother, and for 
that Reaſon is ſaid to be 2% Firſt-born among 

pom. viii Many Brethren. He was pleaſed to become 
29. our Brother in chief; but we are all Co-heirs 
with him. He zi the Captain of our Saloa- 
tion, and all are alike liſted into his Service. 

to fiat under his Banner, againſt the Morld, 

Heb. ii. 10. the Fleſh, and the Devil; and whoever ac- 
compliſhes his Warfare, ſhall be entitled 

to the Rewards of Victory, Reſpett of Perſons. 

No difference in the Things of this Life, can 
either raiſe, or ſink us, in the Eſteem of G op. 

THz Sum of this is, It is God's Grace, 
which unites Chriſtians of all outward De- 
nominations, Old and Young, Rich and Poor, 
in one Body ; and gives them an undivided 


Intereſt in the Promiſes of God, and the Re- 
wards of Religion. 


III. T xz Notice that will be taken one 


Day, of Acts of Charity, and the Omiſſion 
of ſuch Acts towards the Poor. 


Tnar all Men ſhould anſwer for zhe T; Binge 
done in the Body, is agreeable 70 Reaſon, as 
well as Recelation: and becauſe there is no 
equal Diſpenſation of Providence, in reward- 


ing 
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ing of Vertue, and puniſhing for Sin now, we 
are ſure, there will be hereafter. The En- 
quiry to be made, as it will relate to all 
Men, ſo it will to all the Duties they ſtand 
obliged to perform. It is not only Faith 
and Fear, and Love to God, or Chaſtity, 
Temperance, and Sobriety towards our ſelves, 
but alſo good Will, and good Deeds, to others, 
and the contrary Diſpoſition, and Behaviour, 
that will be the Matters of Inſpection when 
the Fudge of all the Earth ſhall do right. 

How juſt and reaſonable a Procedure 
this will be, as to Acts of Beneficence to 
the Needy, is very obvious, from the Rela- 


tion that is between the Rich, and the Poor 


Man, as before obſerved. As their myſtical 
Union to Chriſt their Head, and with one an- 
other, as Members of his Body, is the ſtrongeſt 
Argument for the one to afford ſuitable Suc- 
cours to the other; ſo it will abundantly ju- 
ſtifie the Judge of all Men, in diſtributing 
Rewards to the charitable Man; and pu- 
niſhing ſuch as refuſe Help to their poor 
Brother and Fellow Members. 

Ir will not ſuffice to ſay, we wiſhed Ill to 
none, nor did Hurt to any. If we ſuppoſe 
our ſelves void of all Malevolency, free from 
all injurious Acts to every one, that will not 
be accounted a Diſcharge of our Duty. 'That, 

at 


— 
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Jam.) * 15, 


at the very beſt, is only 4 negative Religion; 


and falls quite ſhort of the Nature and deſign 


of Chriſtianity. 

Goo Will only towards others, if we may 
allow of good Will, without good Works, 
when they are in our Power, will not find 
Acceptance with Gop. St. James teſtifies 
this Truth, by what he ſays of a fruitleſs 
Faith; a Faith, which is not the Parent 
or Principle of Obedience. He ſhews the 
Unprofitableneſs of ſuch a Faith, by compar- 


ing it with a fruitleſs Charity. If a Brother, 


or Siſter, ſays he, be naked, and deſtitute of 
daily Food, and one of you, ſay unto them, De- 
"part in Peace, be ye warmd and filld ; not- 


evithſtanding, ye give them not thoſe Things 


which are needful to the Body, what doth it 
profit? 


WHarT indeed? It is no Advantage to 
the one, and it is Cruelty to the other. It 


is a reproaching the Indigent, inſtead of ſup- 
plying their Needs: adds Grief to their af- 
flicted State; and gives a keener Edge to 


their Preſſures, It is a ſtraitning of their 
Hopes, and an Enlargement of their Fears, for 
a future Supply. 


Tus ſame Way of arguing ks - 
viour uſes in this Chapter of St. Matt hero: 


He does not charge the Rich with Acts of 
Violence to the Poor. He does not ſay, Toy 


ſpoiled 
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ſpoiled them of that little they enjoyed ; but 
what he fixes on them is, that they did them 
no actual Good. This was the Crime: Tho 
it was only a Sin of Omiſſion, yet it was 


loaded with much Guilt. 


Waen we ſhall appear before God, it will 
be of ſmall Comfort to ſay, we did no Harm, 


when it will be found true, that we did no 


Good when it was in our Power to do it. 
WHERE Ability is wanting to do Good to 


| others, the good Will ſhall find Acceptance 
and Reward from a merciful Gop. But in 


other Caſes, it will be a vain Plea. 'The Pre- 
tence of a charitable Heart, will not excuſe 


an uncharitable Hand. 

Gop hath made the Rich his Almoners 
for the Poor, and the Wealth of the one is 
a Store-houſe for the other. The Rich are 


his Stewards, and muſt render an Account of 
their Stewardſhip ; and the faithful Exccu- 


tion of their Truſt, will be profitable to them, 
as well as a Bleſſing to others. In this World, 


the charitable Man ſhall be no Loſer. The 
liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and he that wa- 


tereth, ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. And in 
the next World, which is the ſureſt Place of 


Prov. Ii. 


25. 


Rewards, the charitable Perſon hall be re- Lale xiv. 


compenced at the Reſurrettion of the Fuſt. 


14, 
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| Fe Fn Acts of Love, which are ou 
1 by the Right Hand, without letting the Left 
Hand know what is done ; and all thoſe lau- 
dable Benefactions, by which our Light ſo 
ſhines before Men, that they ſee our good JPorks, 
and glorifie God, ſhall return into our own 
Boſom, and bring the greateſt Joy with them. 
AND as this will be the Caſe of ſuch good 
Men, ſo they who act the Reverſe to them, 
will find the Effect as deplorable, as that of 
the good Man's Doings will be happy. They 
who failed in their Duty, will not only want 
the Reward of thoſe who did theirs, but 
> hi: will be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruttion 
ip from the Preſence of the Lord. As they fhew- 
[= Jam.ii. cd no Mercy, ſo ſhall they have udgment with- 
| '3* out Mercy. And how righteous a Thing muft 
| it be with God, to recompence Tribulation to 
| thoſe who have been deficient in their Truſt, 
j contrary to all the Ties of Nature, as well 
13 OO as Chriſtianity, and to the n of Pro- 
deiidence towards themſelves. 


ꝙ — — — 


I proceed now in the laſt Place, to obſerve 
that Kind of Charity, which 7heſe numerous 
Objeits preſent to us; and make ſome Re- 
marks about the proper Uſe and Application 
of it. 


THERE 
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nn are not many - who'c deny the Obli- 


gation of relieving the Poor, where there is 


Ability and Occaſion for it, however many, 
and very good People, may differ about the 
manner and meaſure of Charity. 

TAE Meaſure cannot be exactly ſettled, by 


reaſon of the vaſt difference in Perſons Cir- 


cumſtances. The Manner will never be a- 
greed to, on all Hands; becauſe all Men will 
never think alike in every Point. Some well 
diſpos'd Perſons think they ſhould gige to coe- 


ry one that asketh of them; at leaſt to all 


who plead Poverty, and ſeemingly are in 
Want. Others, judge it no Charity to give 


to common Strolers; who make begging 


their Trade, and will uſe no honeſt means to 
Eat their own Bread. 
Bor think all agree in this (I am ſure 


all ſhould do it) that, that is the trueſt Cha- 


rity, which tends to ſupply the greateſt Neceſ- 
fities of the Poor, and takes in, in ſome 


Meaſure, all their Wants. 
I am perſwaded it was this Conſideration 


that was the Source of that Charity which 
was at firſt employ'd about poor Children; 
and is now grown to that ſurprizing degree 


Which you here behold; and has diffus'd it 


ſelf, thro' the moſt remarkable 'Towns in this 
Kingdom, and into many Places of leſs note. 
C 3 Ir 


A Sermon preached on 


Ir had been long obſerv'd, to the great 
grief of all good Chriſtians, that the genera- 
lity of the Poor were very Ignorant and 
Vicious; and that ſuch a deplorable State 
was too likely to continue, and go on from 
one Generation to another, unleſs ſome means 
was uſed to ſtop it. And what was there in 
the power of Man, that could offer it ſelf, 
with more probable Succeſs, than to deal with 
the Poor in ſuch a way as this, which we now 
ſee? To remove their groſs Ignorance, the 


younger Sort are put into a Courſe of In- 
ſtruction in the Principles of Chriſtianity. 


To prevent their falling in with the Diſſolu- 
tion of Morals which ſhamefully abounded, 


and ſtill too much abounds, they ſhewed the 


ways of Piety, Peace, and 'Temperance; and 
warn'd againſt he Corruptions that are in the 
World thro Tufts. To preſerve them from 


Idleneſs, (the Mother of moſt Vices,) they are 


at proper Seaſons diſposd of to ſome honeſt 


Calling. To take off that Ruggedneſs of ; 


"Behaviour which ſpreads itſelf among 
the Loweſt Ranks, Children are train'd up 
in a decent and Modeſt Carriage: not to 
mention the neceſlary Supports of Food, and 
Raiment, which in many Places are extended 
to them. 

WuHozves conſiders the Compaſs of this 
kind of Charity, and hath any generous 


not ion 
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notion of the good of Mank ind, muſt ſee the 
mighty Uſefulneſs, and Bleſſings of it. The 


py happineſs of Soul and Body, the Comforts of 


this Life, and the Felicity of that to come, are 
viſibly promoted by it. If there be any Occaſion 
of Objection to ſuch a Worthy Inſtitution as this 
is, it muſt ariſe from ſome miſtake in the 
Ordering and Management, not from the Na- 
ture or Original Intention of it. 

Ir is poſhble, that ſome Miſtakes, or Mit. 
management, may have attended this good 
Work, in ſome particular Places, and by ſome 


particular Perſons. But that cannot, in Ju- : 


ſtice, impeach the Thing it ſelf. 

Trar,will remain the ſame, (viz.) An 
uſeful, and excellent Appointment, and the 
blame: muſt reſt elſewhere. 

Tux very beſt Things have been, and ſtill 
are liable to abuſe: and will be ſo, while hu- 
man Nature is in its preſent State. The 
very Chriſtian Religion it ſelf, the pureſt and 
moſt Excellent Inſtitution, has met with the 
ſame Uſage. It has been rejected, and ridi- 
cul'd by ſome : ſadly corrupted, and deprav'd 
by others, in its Doctrines, Morality, and Wor- 
ſhip: and yet this holy and undefiled Religion 
is not the worſe for being thus treated. It 
ſtands firm on its own 1 Baſt 7s, and is able to 

bear 
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bear the boldeſt aſſaults that Infidelity, ew, 
faneneſs, and Superſtition can make upon it. 
I ſpeak this, not to accuſe any concerned in 


the Government or Application of that Cha- 


| rity which ſupports theſe poor Seminaries of 


Chriſtian Knowledge, and uſeful Induſtry; 
but as a kind Caution againſt any Corruption 
that may poſlibly ſlip into them. 

I ſhall beg leave only to obſerve a few 
things, as a Concluſion of this Diſcourſe, 
which may obviate Complaints, and render 


this Branch of the 3 s good Deſi ign more 


Effectual. 
Ir is very requiſite, that in the Inſtruction 


of theſe poor Children, they be very diſtinctly 


Taught the Neceſſary and Fundamental Prin- 


ciples of Chriſtianity, as contain'd in our 
Church Catechiſm, with ſome ſhort and judi- 


cious Expoſition of it, without deſcending to 
any matters of difpute, which may be among 
thoſe, who are firmly attached to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, I mention this, becauſe of 
thoſe Inſolent Attempts which ave 8 lately 


made upon Chriſtianity itſelf, to render 
the Author, and the Inſtitution bly con- 


temptible to the meaneſt of the People. 
'Trrs Deſign is ſo flagrantly wicked, as to 
paint the Divine Author and Finiſber of our Faith, 


as an arrant it Impoſtor ; to prefer the Darkneſs 


of 
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2 f of Nature, to that glorious Light which lighi- Job. i. 9. 


| eth every Man that cometh into the World; 
T | and conſequently to introduce Paganiſm, which 
is a Compoſition of the groſſeſt Errors, and 
f | Vices, in the Room of the Everlaſting Goſpei 
pf our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, ſo hap- 
Tr FF pily repleniſhed with Truth and Holineſs. No 
Care can be too much to fortifie the Minds 
of theſe Children againſt ſuch Temptations 
» FF as may too probably fall in their way, and to 
this Purpoſe, it is neceſſary, that they ſhould 
be taught not only the words of the Cate- 
chiſm; but the meaning of the Words. A 
3 | Repetition of Words, without Underſtanding 
FF what they mean, will but puff up their Minds 


with vain, and empty Notions of Knowledge; 
while they know nothing as they ought to 
| know. 3 Tarr 
How things are with regard to this Point, 
is worthy a due Enquiry ; and I with that on 
ſuch enquiry, 'Things may be found to 
anſwer the pious Deſign of their Inſtitution. 
I order to ſecure this great and Principal 
end of this Charity, it is requiſite that all 
imaginable Care be taken, that thoſe Perſons, 
| (viz. the Maſters and Miſtreſſes) to whom 
the Inſtruction of theſe Children is committed, 
be wiſely choſen : that they be not only ſuch as 
are 


—_— 
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are of grave, vertuous and prudent Behaviour, 


but are able to give a Reaſon of the Hope | td 
that is in them; and are well qualified to | d 
inſtil the great Principles of Religion into | 4 
theſe tender Minds. B f 
| Nor can I here omit taking notice, that 
it will be of great Service, if the Perſons | 1 
laſt mentioned, take Opportunities now and 
then of following their reſpective Children | 


into their private ways of Life, when they | 
are not under their immediate Eye. What | 
Company they reſort to, what Diverſion they 
uſe, what their Behaviour to their Superiors, 
or Equals is, are proper matters of their 
Enquiry. 

I fear, nay, Ei am too well ſatisfied, it will 
be found, on due Obſervation, that the be- 
haviour of ſome, in thoſe reſpe&s, is not 
conformable to their Duty, nor to the deſign 

and expectation of their Benefactors. 

1 would obſerve farther, That in the 
cloathing and dieting of theſe Children, 
where Charity can be fo far apply'd, all 
niceneſs ſhould be carcfully avoided. 'The 
plaineſt dreſs, and plaineſt food, muſt be fitteſt 
for ſuch as live on the Bounty of others; 
and where there is a ſtock to enable the 
Truſtees to place any to a particular Calling, 
the loweſt Occupations, and laborious Buſineſs, 
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J muſt generally be moſt proper. Becauſe, o- 


therwiſe, ſuch Callings will be too much 


drain'd, and other Buſineſs will be too full 


againſt thoſe who, excluſive of all Aſſiſtance 
from this Charity, may apply to it. 

TRR maintaining a due Ballance between 
thoſe who are employ d in tilling of Land, 


and other Parts of Husbandry, and thoſe 
who are bound to Artificers, and Manufactu- 


rers, is what deſerves Conſideration; the 
want of which has too juſtly occaſion d com- 
plaints on both Hands; and is, I think, 


one of the ſtrongeſt Objections againſt, thi 


Charity Schools. 
Bur this is an Objection that may be very 
eaſily removd; if they who have the Ma- 


nagement of this kind of Charity would ſerji- 
ouſly employ their 'Thoughts that way, and 


come to ſome prudent Reſolutions about it. 

I would ſuggeſt further, that while theſe 
Children remain in their preſent Situation, 
it would be very ſuitable to the Ends propos'd 


by this Charity, if a ſhare of their Time could 


be employ'd in ſome ſort of Labour. 
THr1s would keep down any vain aſpirings 
after a more ſoft and caſie way of Life than 


can be intended for them. It would inurc 
them early to work, and prepare. them to eat 


their Bread by the ſweat of their Brows. 
D ANp, 
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AND, as this among other wholeſome Rules 
is lately recommended by the Truſtees for the 
Charity Schools in this great City, and the 
Parts adjacent; agreeably to what the Society 
had long ſince publiſh'd, it might probably 
be of good Service, if a general Example 
of dividing Time between Learning and ſome 
ſort of Labour, was ſet on foot among thoſe 
Children who are here before you. 

I ſhall only remark again, that all due care 
ſhould be taken, (and I hope it is) that a 
dutiful reſpe& to the Government under 
which we have the Bleſſing to live, be in- 
culcated on the minds of theſe Children, 


This, as it is a part of the Duty which is 
incumbent, on thoſe who inſtruct theſe Young 
Ones, ſo it is hoped that they Conſcientiouſly 


diſcharge their duty in that reſpec, eſpecially, 
becauſe they have been call d upon, to that 
Purpoſe, by the Piour and Vigilant Biſhop 


of this Dioceſe, in his ſeaſonable Directions 


ſent to them ſome time ago. 

Wx cannot be ignorant what pains have 
been taken, and no doubt is ſo at this Day, 
to alienate the Affections of all degrees of 
Men from our preſent happy Settlement. 
What ſcurrilous Reflections have there been 
on a TYP Royal Family, which Heaven 


kept 
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kept in ſtore, for our Preſervation, againſt 


a Flood of Miſeries which muſt otherwiſe 


have overwhelm'd us before this time? What 


appeals have been made, and yet do not 


L 2255 to the loweſt of the People, a giddy Po- 


pulace, againſt the Wiſdom and Honeſty of the 
Adminiſtration? It is the Duty, of the Poor 
eſpecially, to ſtudy to be quiet, and to do 
their own Buſineſs; as it is that of all Or- 
ders of Men, to Honour the King, and all 
that are put in Authority under him. 

AND may a Practice agreeable to this Ob- 
ligation, prevail from the higheſt to the 
loweſt, from the moſt Wealthy and Honoura- 
ble, to thoſe of the meaneſt Condition. 

PARTICULARLY, may this uncommon 


Aſſembly of poor Children, and all leſs num- 


bers of ſuch as they are, in other Places of 
this Kingdom, become uſeful Parts of the 
Body Politick. May they be train'd up in 
the Fear of God, and in the Faith of 
Chriſt; that being /zvely Members of his 
Church, as they are Hiſible Profeſſors of his 
Holy Religion; they may grow in Grace as 
they grow in Years; and being Heirs of 
God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt, may finally 
inherit that Kingdom, where the Rich and 
the Poor, who now ſincerely ſerve God, 

Na ſhall 
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ſhall meet together; And there celebrate 
the Praiſes of their great Creator and Re- 
deemer, for the Riches of his Grace, and 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of his Provi- 
dence, in the uninterrupted Fruition of that 
fulneſs of Foy, and of thoſe Pleaſures which 
are for evermore at the right Hand of God. 
Amen. 
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